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the mountains which he stated to be adapted to carry a
railway has been pressed into this service since, in order to
gain the Pacific coast.
Indeed the pioneer trans-continental railway owes its
birth to Judah. For years he had advocated the project,
and emphasised its practicability. When Huntington and
his colleagues were ready to commence operations they sent
for Judah, convinced that he was the very man for whom
they were searching, to plot the path for the line and to take
command of the forces in the field. The Railway Path-
finder, realising that the ambition of his life was within
reach at last, hurried eastwards. There was a short con-
sultation which sufficed to prove to the promoters that
Judah was the man to carry the enterprise to success, and
there and then he was placed in supreme control of the con-
struction. The difficulties among the mountains were what
the promoters feared the most, but the pathfinder regarded
them so lightly that their apprehensions vanished. He had
spent so many months among their silent fastnesses that
he knew the range through and through. His plans were
daring and feasible, his reasoning lucid, and his enthusiasm
infectious. In order that the directing hand in the field
might not be trammelled or harassed by business or ad-
ministration details, a special emissary was deputed to
attend to these secondary but vital essentials, so that Judah
might be able to concentrate his energies and ability
entirely to plotting and pushing the line forwards.
According to the arrangement with the Government, the
railway was to commence from the eastern bank of the
Missouri River at Council Bluffs* The selection of the
eastern bank as the starting-point involved the erection of
a huge bridge as the first step in the undertaking. Such
an idea appears somewhat curious at first sight, as one
would have thought, naturally, that the western bank would
have been selected as the obvious eastern terminal. But
the Government recognised one point. The railways were
spreading their tentacles slowly but surely from the Atlantic
coast towards the Missouri River. When thev coined its